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INTRODUCTION

John R. Van Sickle, acting for the members and board of directors of the American
Interprofessional Institute, donated the Institute’s records to the Northern Illinois Regional
History Center on October 15, 1983.  Esther and George Durbin donated the addendum in
January 1996.  Additional records were added at later dates.

Property rights in the collection belong to the Regional History Center; literary rights are
dedicated to the public.  There are no restrictions on access to the materials.

Linear feet of shelf space:  5
Number of containers: 9
Northern Illinois Regional History Center
Collection 162

SCOPE AND CONTENT

The records in this collection primarily document the national activities of the American
Interprofessional Institute (A.I.I.) in the 1960's and 1970's and include minutes (1962-1975),
correspondence (1955-1976), programs and papers presented (1961-1973).  The A.I.I.
constitution and by-laws and a run of the quarterly publication (1925-1975) complete the
documentation.  Unfortunately, records for the first thirty years (1924-1954) appear to have been
lost.

The collection also contains membership rosters of individual chapters in midwestern
cities.  Additions to the collection which will better document the activities of local chapters are
expected in the Fall of 1983.

The records of the American Interprofessional Institute have been organized into sections
by type of document, then arranged chronologically.  The correspondence is largely composed of
letters between A.I.I. officers, and letters concerning the publication and distribution of the A.I.I.
Quarterly.

The addendum added in 1996 is divided into two series: Lincoln, Nebraska Chapter and
Regional Chapters.  Series I consists of  historical information, by-laws, minutes,
correspondence, financial information, notices of meetings and other items, presentations, and
membership lists for the Lincoln, Nebraska Chapter.  Of special interest is the information on the
demise of the Lincoln chapter and the events leading up to the decision.  Series II includes
information on the Lincoln Chapters participation in forming other A.I.I. chapters.
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HISTORICAL SKETCH

The American Interprofessional Institute can trace its origins back to Detroit in 1919
when a group known as The Interprofessional Conference was formed.  More than one hundred
professionals came together to adopt the following pronouncement:

“To discover how to liberate the professions from the domination of selfish 
interest, both within and without the professions; to devise ways and means of 
better utilizing the professional heritage of knowledge and skill for the benefit 
of society, and to create relations between the professions leading to this end.”

The Detroit group failed, possibly because America was still absorbed by post-war
problems.  Whatever the reason, the spirit of the movement was resurrected when a group which
came to be called The Association of Professional Men’s Clubs met in St. Paul, Minnesota on
March 19, 1924.  The group was formed when the professional men’s clubs of that city issued an
invitation to similar clubs in several Midwestern cities.  In all, twenty-eight men representing
eight cities met to foster the spirit of interprofessional cooperation.  They drafted a Constitution
that all eight clubs accepted without change, and on June 26, the directors of the organization
formed Standing Committees on Ethics, Laws and Regulations, Public Affairs, Education,
Interclub Relations, Publicity, Credentials, Audits Finance and Credits, and the Special
Committee on Convention Programs.

The Association issued the first volume of The Quarterly, (the publication of the A.I.I.)
on March 1, 1925.  The first issue concerned committee reports and local club reports, but by the
second issue papers were being published on topics such as “The Spirit of Professionalism” and
“Insanity as a Defense in Criminal Actions.”

At a convention held in Lincoln, Nebraska in October 1928 the Association of
Professional Men’s Clubs voted to change the name of their organization to “The American
Interprofessional Institute,” a name they felt better described the dignity, character, and serious
purpose of the organization.  The American Interprofessional Institute officially was incorporated
in 1933 in St. Paul, Minnesota.

The A.I.I. continued to grow and flourish, meeting in local chapters, and gathering at
General Councils to uphold the spirit of interprofessional understanding, as outlined in Article II
of the organization’s Articles of Incorporation:

“To bring together in a spirit of fellowship, all men engaged in the practice 
of any of the learned professions; to liberate the professions from the dominations 
of selfish interest; to devise ways and means of utilizing better the professional 
heritage of knowledge and skill for the benefit of society of society and to create 
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relations between the professions leading to this end, and to a better understanding 
of the responsibilities, duties, and obligations of the professions among themselves 
and to one another.”

SUBJECT TRACINGS

American Interprofessional Institute
Professional Associations

COLLECTION INVENTORY

BOX FOLDER DESCRIPTION

1 1 Constitution, By-laws and Official Documents, 1937-1979
2 Minutes, Board of Directors, 1962-1978
3 Minutes, General Council, 1966-1978
4-9 Correspondence, 1955-1976, 1981

2 1 Financial Records, 1962-1972, 1980-1985
2-3 Financial Records, 1924-1981, 2 volumes
4 Programs and Agendas, 1963-1986
5 Manuscripts, 1967-1975
6 Newspaper and Journal Articles, Photos, 1967-1972
7 Miscellaneous Documents, 1947-1980
8 Documents - Quarterly, 1963-1975
9 American Interprofessional Institute, Newsletters, 1976-1986
5 volumes Quarterly, American Interprofessional Institute, 1925-1947

3 1-5 Quarterly, American Interprofessional Institute, 1947-Fall 
1975

4 Membership Rosters:
1 Rockford, IL, 1967-1971
2 Lincoln, NE, 1964-1973
3 Sioux City, IA, 1967-1973
4 Milwaukee, WI, 1967-1976
5 Minneapolis\St. Paul, MN, 1969-1972
6 St. Joseph, MS, 1967-1969
7 DeKalb, IL, 1967-1971
8 Mahattan, KS, 1968-1969
9 Joliet, IL, 1962-1975
10 Topeka, KS, 1969-1971
11 Ames, IA, 1968-19694
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BOX FOLDER DESCRIPTION 4

12 Membership Rosters and Miscellaneous Membership 
Information, 1961-1973

5 Membership Card File

6 4 reels Lectures delivered at Institute’s Golden Anniversary Program, 
1973

7 1 Rockford Chapter; Minutes, Programs, (1959-1986)
2 Rockford Chapter: List of Officers, Notes and Speaker 

Introductions, 1931-1969
3-4 Rockford Chapter; Larry Schmidt Speeches, 1955-1984

ADDENDUM -- 1996

Series I.  Lincoln, Nebraska Chapter

8 1 Historical Sketch of A.I.I.
2 Demise of A.I.I. and Events Leading to it, 1984-1991
3 By-laws and Articles of Incorporation, 1973, 1976, n.d.
4 List of Officers, (1966-1989)
5 Board of Director’s Meeting Minutes, (1967-1988)
6-8 Correspondence, (1950-1992)
9 Financial, 1957-1990
10 Financial Statements, 1971-1976
11 Treasurer’s Reports, (1967-1990)
12 Nebraska Center Statements and Contracts, 1977-1984
13 Function Prospectus, 1974-1977
14-15 Dues Receipt Books, 1951-1962

9 1 Dues Receipt Books, 1962-1974
2 Program Schedule, (1963-1989)
3-5 Notice of Meetings and Other Items, 1962-1991
6-7 Presentations, 1956-1993
8 Newspaper Clippings and Obituaries, 1966-1995
9 Chapter Extensions, 1970
10 Membership Lists, 1957-1986
11 Membership Rosters, 1958-1990
12 Membership Rosters, expired since 1968-1969
13 Membership Information Forms
14 Membership Correspondence, 1963-1976
15 Letters of Resignation, 1967-1972
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BOX FOLDER DESCRIPTION 5

9 16 Reservations, 1969-1979
17 Membership Card File
18 Photographs, 1989-1991 (14); Slides, n.d. (3)

Series II.  Regional Chapters

19 Regional Chapters, 1962-1973
20 General Council Notices, 1953-1987
21 Formation of Lawrence Chapter, 1967
22 Formation of Topeka Chapter, 1969
23 Sioux City Chapter, Programs and Banquets, 1980-1986
24 Sioux City Chapter, Membership Rosters, (1968-1989)
25 News Bulletins, April-November 1929

ADDENDUM

26 Joliet, Illinois Chapter, 1976-1989
27 Lincoln, Nebraska Chapter, 1976-1990
28 Milwaukee, Wisconsin Chapter, 1975-1978
29 Membership Rosters, 1973-1978
30 Program Announcement Postcards, (1967-1987)
31 National AII, 1977-1989
32 Rockford, Illinois Chapter, 1979-1987
33 Sioux City, Iowa Chapter, 1975-1989
34 Membership Cards, n.d. (233)
35 St. Paul, Minnesota Chapter, 1985-1989
36 Program Announcement Postcards, (1987-1988)
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