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INTRODUCTION

The Regional History Center records are a subgroup within the Academic Centers record
group of the University Archives. Inactive records and subiject files from the Regional History
Center Director’s office were transferred to this collection beginning in July, 1982. There are
no restrictions on access to the records. Literary rights are dedicated to the public.

9 boxes

4.0 linear feet
1964-2011

HISTORICAL SKETCH

In 1962 Bernadine Hanby, Director of the University Library, brought to NIU President Leslie
Holmes attention the need to preserve the records of the University. On January 10, 1963
Holmes issued a memorandum to all University administrators announcing the establishment
of a University Archives. "Northern has reached--or passed--the point," he noted, "where
official records should be more carefully saved..." Holmes set the new archives in the
University’s Swen Parson Library [rooms 184 and 186] and backed his directive with funds to
support the program and to hire a full time professional archivist beginning in the fall of 1964.

J. Joseph Bauxar was appointed the first University Archivist for NIU in 1964. With Masters
Degrees in Anthropology/History and Library Science, and experience as a Research
Assistant at the lllinois State Museum, Ethnohistorian at the University of Tennessee, and
Librarian at Rockford College, Bauxar was well qualified to undertake the responsibilities of
preserving information relating to the history, organization, and administration of the
University.

In 1976, Northern President Richard Nelson, responding to lllinois State Archivist John Daly's
initiative, committed the University to participation in a statewide program to preserve
historically valuable local government records. Northern joined five other public universities to
form the lllinois Regional Archives Depository (IRAD) System. The local government records
in IRAD were placed under the responsibility of the University Archives, significantly
broadening the primary research resources available on campus.

To commemorate the U.S. Bicentennial, the NIU History Department proposed the creation of
a “Center for the Study of the Regional History of Northern lllinois.” It's purpose to collect
primary source materials from individuals, groups, town and county government agencies,
etc., and make them available for use by scholars. This proposal was presented to President
Nelson by Emory Evans, Carroll Moody, Alfred Young, and Clyde Walton, Director of Libraries
during the summer of 1975. In 1977 the History Department, working with Library Director
Walton, secured a grant from the National Endowment for the Humanities to embark on an
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intensive three year program to locate and acquire the primary historical records which would
document the heritage of the university's public service region. These manuscript collections
would complement the University Archives and local government records collections.

To pull all three programs together - University Archives, IRAD, and Regional Collections - the
University, in 1978, created the Northern lllinois Regional History Center as an academic
support program, removing it from the University Libraries. The Center became a free-
standing unit with department status reporting to the Director [now Dean] of the University
Libraries. The Board of Regents approved the creation of the Center as an academic support
unit in 1978 and the lllinois Board of Higher Education voted its approval in 1979.

There were other changes as well. A new library, Founders Memorial Library, was built across
Normal Road and opened in January 1977, leaving the general education collection, the
Fouser Music Room and the Archives in Swen Parson Hall. The physical location of the
Archives/Regional History Center offices and reading room also changed now that more space
was available, moving to room 226 in 1977, to 268 in 1980 and finally settling into room 155 in
1983. Archival materials were located on several tiers of the former library stack tower.

Joe Bauxar retired in August of 1979, but continued to assist the new University Archivist and
Director of the Regional History Center, Glen A. Gildemeister, on a part-time basis until June
1980. Gildemeister had received both his Masters and Doctoral Degrees in History from
Northern and returned to NIU in 1977 from the Ohio Historical Society where he was co-
director of the Ohio Labor History Project. Known as tireless worker and a first-rate
researcher, Gildemeister was a member of many professional organizations including the
Society of American Archivists (SAA) and the Midwest Archives Conference (MAC), and was
sought after for presentations on various local history topics, as well as on the resources found
in the Regional History Center. In 2005 his book Castle on a Hill was published, a
photographic history of Northern lllinois University and its relationship to the local community.
He was also a major organizer of DeKalb’s sesquicentennial activities in 2006.

In a major undertaking, Gildemeister oversaw the move of the Regional History Center and all
of it’s archival materials into Founders Memorial Library in February of 2002. The new reading
room is located in Room 400, and archival materials are paged from a basement storage area.
Following his retirement on March 31, 2007, Cindy Ditzler, the Regional History Center’s
Curator of Collections for the past eighteen years, became the Director of the Center.
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COLLECTION INVENTORY

BOX FOLDER DESCRIPTION

1A 1 University Archives Histories, 1964-1987
2 Archivists - Biographical Information: Joe Bauxar (1964-1979); Glen
Gildemeister (1977-2007)
3 Regional History Center Brochures, (1992, 2002), Articles and Related
Material, (1978-1993), 2000
4-5 University Archives, Annual Reports, 1964-1979
6-10 Regional History Center, Annual Reports, 1980-1996
11 Regional History Center Reports (includes 1989 Program Review),
1988-1989
1B Advisory Board, January 1978-1980
Aurora Labor Project 1980-1981
Biopolitical/Biosocial Research Project, 1978
Budget: Correspondence, Drafts, FY 1981
-6 Budgets: Correspondence, Drafts, FY 1982, FY 1983
Cal. State-Northridge Consulting File, 1980-1981

~N~Noar~,OWODN -

Central Washington University Regional Center-Consulting, 1981
Computer Accounting, 1979-1983

Education History Project at NIU, 1980

Ethnicity and Class Conference, Spring 1982

Governance and Structure, RHC, (1978-1990)

Hayter Dedication, December 2, 1984

lllinois State Historical Society and Library, 1964-1980

lllinois State Archives, Correspondence, 1972-1979

I.R.A.D. Correspondence, Memos, Notes, Reports, 1966-1984
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MAC, 1978-1984

MAC Meetings, Spring 1979-Fall 1981

MAC Meeting, Chicago, Spring 1982
Midwest Farm Women Exhibit- catalog, 1989
Manuscript Reviewed for Public, 1981
Moving file, Spring 1982

N.E.H. Correspondence, 1978-1980

N.E.H. Narrative Reports, 1978-1980

N.E.H. Final Narrative Report, March 1981
N.E.H. Administrative Guidelines, 1978
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N.E.H. Grant Budgets/Revisions, 1978-1980

N.E.H. Challenge Grant Application, 1980-1981

Nelson, Richard J., President, 1971-1977

O.C.L.C. Manuscripts Date Base, ca. 1980

Page Museum Collection History and Inventory, (1966-1999)

Program Review, Final copy, 1982

Provost’s Office, 1981-1984

Radio Shack Grant (1983-1984)

Rockford Public Schools-IL History for Visually and Aurally Impaired
1977-1978

SAA Annual Meetings 1978-1982

SAA Annual Meetings 1983-1984

Skeels Labor Collection, 1979

SPINDEX Introduction and Training Course, (1978-1980)
SPINDEX Program G., 1980

SPINDEX User’s Network, 1979-1981

Telephone and Security Survey, 1985

Town-Gown Oral History Project, 1980-1981

Transition to Regional History Center, Correspondence and Notes, 1979
University Archives, Correspondence, 1964-1980

University Archives, Correspondence- Off Campus, (1964-1982)
University Archives “Occasional Bulletin” 1965-1976

University Archives Policies and Procedures, 1964 and 1980
University Archives Classification System, ca. 1969

University Archives Table of Organization and Classification, 1969
SUPERWYLBUR Procedures, 1982

Computing News, 1982-1983

SPINDEX Input, 1978-1981

Subject Tracings, 1981

Academic Computing Center, Correspondence & Memos (1978-1982)
University Archives Sources Guide, 1981

RHC-ADP File Control, 1980-1981
SUPERWHLBUR Text Editing Manual & Workbook, 1977
Civic Opera Collection, 1984-1988

Correspondence-NIRHC, 1979-1980

Budget, FY 1987

Faculty Club, (1982-1988)

lllinois Dept. & Conservation Historical Sites, 1978-1979
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5 lllinois State Library, 1964-1980

6 History Department: Graduate Program in Public History, 1979-1996
7 Glen Gildemeister, Correspondence, RHC 1991-1998

8 Articles, 1999-2000, 2006, 2010-2011

9 |.R.A.D., 30" Anniversary Newsletter, Fall 2006

1

0 University Archives Documents the NIU Response to February 14, 2008
Shootings, articles April 2008, 2011
11 RHC Information and Policies, etc., 2008-2011
12 RHC Correspondence (includes blogs and e-mail), 2010-
13 RHC Facebook pages, 2010
14 RHC Exhibits, 2010
15 RHC Photographs, 2010
16 Archie Archive, 2010
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