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INTRODUCTION

The University Archives acquired the lllinois Board of Higher Education Records in several
installments beginning in the mid-1960's. Minutes and Reports are added as they become
available. There are no restrictions on access to the records.

44 boxes

19.0 linear feet
1960-2003

HISTORICAL SKETCH

In the fall of 1961, the lllinois Senate voted to create the lllinois Board of Higher Education to
help in the administration of lllinois' institutions of higher learning. The Board had three major
tasks or powers: (1) prepare a master plan for the "development, expansion, integration,
coordination, and efficient utilization of the facilities, curricula, and standards of higher
education for all the public universities and for the public junior colleges of the state"; (2)
approve or disapprove the establishment of any new college, school, institute, department or
research program; (3) analyze the universities' budgets and submit recommendations on them
to the budget agencies of the governor and General Assembly. With this authority, the IBHE
became increasingly powerful in influencing the development of state supported colleges and
universities.

The University of lllinois and Southern lllinois University enjoyed an advantage with the IBHE
because the chairmen of their governing boards served on the Board. Northern, lllinois State,
Western, Eastern, Northeastern lllinois State, and Chicago State had among them only one
representative, the chairman of the Board of Governors of State Colleges and Universities.
The Faculty Advisory Committee of the IBHE, aware of the inequity of the situation,
recommended establishing a single governing body for all public universities and dissolving
lower level boards. On May 6, 1964, Northern's University Council voted that the IBHE
support one of two reforms: either (1) a state-wide governing board over all public institutions,
or (2) a separate institutional governing board for Northern, in addition to the existing boards,
so that each of the three largest public universities would have its own governing board.
Although the Senate did pass a bill providing a separate governing board for Northern, the
House failed to approve the measure. Instead, the IBHE wrote a new Master Plan (Phase Il)
establishing a Board of Regents to govern Northern, lllinois State, and later, Sangamon State
University, beginning on July 1, 1967.

The new system involved state wide coordination of budgeting, programming, and master
planning by the IBHE level boards over senior institutions. Another system level board
coordinated activities of the community colleges. This arrangement reduced somewhat the
advantage enjoyed by the University of lllinois and Southern lllinois University. The Board of
Regents was dissolved at the end of 1995. On January 1, 1996 Northern lllinois University
established its own Board of Trustees to govern its activities.
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SCOPE AND CONTENT

The IBHE records are arranged in six series: (1) minutes and supplementary materials,
1960-2003; (2) executive officer's records, 1962-1974; (3) master plan commission records,
1962-1975; (4) committees, councils and commissions records, 1964-1973; (5) reports and
publications, 1965-1985; (6) correspondence and subject files, 1963-1994. Minutes and
executive officer reports reveal the IBHE's policies on higher learning development throughout
the state, and the master plans indicate the course this expansion and growth is expected to
follow. All the committee reports discuss specific topics or facets of the universities'
operations. Although the records do not deal exclusively with Northern, the information
contained herein can reveal the causes or motivation behind the institution's developmental
procedures. Additional information relating to the IBHE may also be found in the President’s
Papers (UA 4), and in the Government Publications section of Founders Library.

COLLECTION INVENTORY

BOX FOLDER DESCRIPTION

SERIES I: Minutes and Supplementary Materials

1 1 IBHE Organization, By-Laws and Reactions to Formation, 1960-1963
2 vols. Minutes, 1962-1966
2-4 9 vols. Minutes, 1967-1974
5-11 Meeting Files, 1962-1971 [Note: minutes and supplementary
documents for 1971 -1992 are found in Government Publications
at GPX LB 2809.14 1444).
11 4-5 IBHE PQP, 1992-1993
6-7 Meeting Files, January & March 1992
12-20 Meeting Files, 1992-2003 [1997 is incomplete. Note: Board Meeting

materials are available online at
www.ibhe.state.il.us/aboutbhe/archives/minutes.htm]

21 Open Box

SERIES II: Executive Officer Records

22-24 14 vols. Executive Officer/Director Reports, 1962-1973
24 1 Executive Director Reports, 1974
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SERIES lll: Master Plan Commission Records

25 1 Master Plan IV, Mission and Scope, 1974-1980
2 Study Outline, 1962
3 Preliminary Draft, Faculty Advisory Committee, 1964
4 Provisional Draft, March 1964
5 Plan |, July 1964
6 Plan After One Year, 1965
7 Phase Il, Provisional Draft, 1966-1967
8 Phase Il, December 1966
9 Phase I, Initial Draft, February 1971
10-11 Phase lll, Draft, May 1971
12 Phase IV, Report, 1975
13 State Institutional Goals & Functions, 1963
14 Public Hearing Statements, 1964-1971
26 1 Staff Recommendations for a Master Plan, 1964
2 Correspondence, 1964-1967

SUBSERIES: Master Plan Committee Reports

Organization Proposal & Minutes for Advisory Committees, 1963-1964
Final Recommendations of All Master Plan Committees, February 1964
Reports of the Advisory Committees, Phase I, 1966

Committee A, College Enrollments, 1963

(o) ¢ BE OV

27 1 Committee B, Admissions & Retention of Students, 1963, 1969
2-6 Committee C, Faculty Study:
Reports; Minutes; Correspondence; Position Papers; Information,
1962-1963
28 1 Committee C, Statistical Studies, 1963
2 Committee D, Collegiate Programs, 1963
3 Committee E, Research, 1963
4 Committee F, Two-Year Colleges, 1963
5 Committee G, Extension & Public Service, 1963-1964
6 Committee H, Vocational, Technical & Adult Education, 1963
7 Committee |, Physical Facilities, 1963
8 Committee J, lllinois Financing of Higher Education, 1963
9 Committee L, Institutional Size & Capacity, 1966-1970

29 1 Committee M, Demography & Location, 1966
2-3 Committee N, Governing Structure, 1965-1971
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29 Committee O, Programs and Experimentation, 1966
Committee P, Scholarship & Financial Aids, 1966

Committee Q, Teacher Preparation, 1969

Committee R, Graduate Education in the Social Sciences, 1969
Committee S, Social Work Education, 1969

Committee T, Public Administration:

-11 1967-1969

co~NO O b~

©

30 Correspondence, Notes, 1968-1969
Minutes, 1968-1969
Hearings, 1968
Printed Reports, 1968
Committee U, Legal Education, 1968-1969
Committee V, Graduate Education in Engineering, 1970

Committee W, Graduate Education in Business, 1970

NOoO O, WN -

31 Committee X, Graduate Education in Biological Sciences, 1970
Committee Y, Physical Sciences, Mathematics, Computer Sciences,
1970

3 Various Other Committees, (1966-1971)

N =

SERIES IV: IBHE Committees, Councils and Commissions Records

Faculty Advisory Committee, (1964-1970)

Ad Hoc Committee for Constitutional Convention, 1969-1970
Council on Continuing Education & Community Services, 1970
Computer Network Advisory Committee, 1970

Capital Projects Priorities Committee, 1970

Commission of Scholars, 1965-1970

Data Systems Advisory Committee, 1967-1968

Equal Employment Opportunity Committee, 1969-1970

_ 200N O~

- O

32 Advisory Committee on Financing Junior Colleges, 1969-1970
Committee on Fiscal Management Study, 1970
Commission on the Financing of Higher Education, 1972
Instructional Resource Consortium, 1970
Committee on New Institutions, 1971
New Institutions Feasibility Study Committee, 1969-1970

-9 Committee on New Senior Institutions, 1967-1968

0 Committee on the Preparation of College and University Teachers,

1968
11 Ad Hoc Student Advisory Committee, 1969-1972
12 Higher Education in lllinois, 1966-1969

= ~NO O, WN -
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32 13
14
15-16
17
18

33

O?CIJOI\)—\
~N O

34

OO, WN -

DESCRIPTION

Junior Colleges in lllinois, 1967

NIU Enrollment Statistics, 1965

Student Advisory Committee, 1969-1976

Task Force - O & M, 1971-1972
Telecommunications Services Committee, 1969

IBHE Health Education Commission, 1969
New Units on Instruction, Reports, 1961-1971
New Units on Instruction, Programs, 1962-1968
Junior College Teacher Preparation, 1966-1969

Agriculture Committee, Graduate Education, 1970
Laboratory School Committee, 1969-1971

Library Committee Report, 1969

Humanities & the Arts, Graduate Education, 1967-1968, 1970
Social Justice and Higher Education in lllinois, 1970

Task Force, Teacher Education, 1973

SERIES V: Reports and Publications

7
8
9

35 1

36

(<]

37

OO\ICD-I}OOI\)—\
()]
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Newsletters, 1968-1969 & News Releases, (1971-1985)
Journal of IBHE, 1971-1982
State-wide Space Survey, 1965

State-wide Space Survey, 1967, 1975
Report on New Senior Institutions, 1968
Reports on Education in the Health Fields, 1968

Reports on Education in the Health Fields, 1968

Recommendations on Tuition Increases & Student Aid, 1968

Growth in lllinois Higher Education, 1968

Survey of Enrollment Ceilings, Building Plans, and Enrollment
Capacities, 1965-1967

Budget Recommendations, (1969-1973)

Legislative Report - Executive Director, 1971, 1985
Tuition Study, 1968

Reports, 1967-1968, 1975, 1977, 1982

IBHE Data Books on Higher Education, 1974-1976
IBHE Plan for Future Years, January 1973

Cost Study Manuals, 1965-66, 1971

Cost Studies, 1979-1984
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SERIES VI: Correspondence and Subject Files

38 1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10
39 1-2

3

4

5

6-7
40 1-2

3

4

5-7

8

9
41 1-5
42 1-3

4

5

6

7

8
43 1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8
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Legislation, 1965

Non-Public Institutions and Hearings, 1969
Program Correspondence, Graduate, 1971
Program Review: Philosophy, 1969
Summer Intern Programs, 1971

Title I, Il... (HEW) (HEA), 1971-1973

HEFA, Title | (Higher Education Facilities Act), 1968-1969

Tuition Correspondence, 1970-1971
IBHE Construction, 1968-1969
IBHE Personnel Directories, 1971-1973

IBHE Facilities Act, 1964-1967

Junior Colleges, 1969

IBHE Budget Statements, 1971-1972
IBHE Budget Correspondence, 1970-1971
IBHE Budgets, 1963-1968

IBHE Budgets, 1967-1972

Budget Recommendations, R.J. Nelson Statement, 1975
Board of Regents Members Correspondence, 1971-1972
Holderman, James B. Correspondence, June 1969-1973
Executive Officer Correspondence, (1962-1968)

IBHE Correspondence, 1964-1967
IBHE Correspondence, 1967-1975

IBHE Correspondence, 1975-1979
HEGIS, 1975-1976

HECA Proposal, University of lllinois, 1974-1976
IBHE RAMP Meeting, Springfield, September 17, 1973

RAMP Correspondence, 1973-1976

Tuition Refund Requests to Board of Regents, 1973

Master Plan 1V, 1976:
Correspondence, 1975

Report of the Committee on Governance, 1975
Report of the Committee on Affirmative Action, 1975

Report of Public Hearings, 1976
Master Plan 1V, 1976

Review of IBHE Efforts to Implement Master Plan IV, 1980
NIU Response to Master Plan IV, Preliminary Draft, 1975

Draft, 1975
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IBHE Correspondence, 1985

Report of the College of Continuing Education, "Initiatives for Better
Schools," 1985

Report of the College of Education, 1985

College of Engineering, Reports on Minority Student Enrollment, 1985

Doctoral Program Review Process, 1985

Results of 1984 Civil Service Salary Study, 1985

IBHE Correspondence and Reports, (1986-1994)

Master Plans for Illinois Higher Education, 1990, 1991



