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INTRODUCTION

Hilding Fornell deposited the International Organization of Good Templars records in the
Northern Illinois Regional History Center on June 7, 1979.  Addenda were added at later dates by
Per Hugo Kristensson.

Property rights in the collection are held by the Central States Regional Council of the
International Organization of Good Templars; literary rights are dedicated to the public.  There
are no restrictions on access to materials in the collection.

Linear feet of shelf space: 32.5
Number of containers: 57 + 2 volumes
Northern Illinois Regional History Center
Collection 66

SCOPE AND CONTENT

This collection documents the activities of various organizational levels found within the
International Organization of Good Templars (I.O.G.T).  The records date from 1865 to 1979. 
The materials are arranged in five series: International Lodge; National Lodge; Central States
Lodge (Scandinavian Grand Lodge); Local Lodges; and Books and Memorabilia.  All materials
related to the same lodge within the organization are housed together.  Included in these materials
are constitution/by-laws, correspondence, minutes, journals of proceedings and officer's reports,
program booklets, periodical publications, and financial accounts.  Items in the fifth series relate
indirectly to the entire organization and include books of ritual and degree, certificates,
songbooks, photographs, Swedish and English publications, scrapbooks, and memorabilia.

Because this collection was created by the Central States organization, the bulk of the
materials relate to that unit.  Since Good Templar Lodges in the midwest were social centers for
many Scandinavian immigrants, much of the earlier documentation is in the Swedish language.

The addendum dates from 1884 to 2003 and consists of minutebooks, financial records,
membership information, correspondence, programs, and newspaper articles.  The folders with
the generic label of Central States Grand Lodge or the Jupiter Lodge are arranged chronologically
and contain correspondence, meeting minutes, newspaper articles, programs, and speeches.

Researchers should note the existence of a major collection of I. O. G. T. materials in the
Michigan Historical Collections at the University of Michigan, Ann Arbor.  An inventory of
Michigan's holdings is included in this collection.

HISTORICAL SKETCH

On July 9, 1851, in Utica, New York, a small group of men from the Knights of Jericho
met to establish a temperance order.  The order would be successively know as the Grand Lodge
of New York, the Right and Worthy Grand Lodge of North America, the Independent Order of
Good Templars, and the International Organization of Good Templars.

The order's emphasis on education in its work undoubtedly did much to shape the
character of the order and to determine its growth.  Under the leadership of John B. Finch,
Frances Willard, Leverett Coon, and Reverend Backus, the Good Templars expanded rapidly into
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Pennsylvania, Ohio, Kentucky, Michigan, Indiana, and Illinois.  By 1869, the order became
international when the work of the Good Templars reached Great Britain.  The order continued to
spread into various European countries but no where did it have greater influence than in
Scandinavia.

During the 1880's, many Scandinavian Good Templars migrated to the Mid-West. 
Because of language and cultural barriers, they frequently formed separate organizations within
the Good Templars movement.  By 1892 the International Supreme Lodge allowed for the
organization of Scandinavian districts under every Grand Lodge of every state.  In 1907, the
Scandinavian district under the Illinois Grand Lodge obtained its own charter and the name
Illinois Scandinavian Grand Lodge was adopted.  While the Illinois Grand Lodge gradually
disappeared, the Scandinavian Grand Lodge continued to absorb new members and serve as a
social and cultural center for many immigrants from Sweden and Norway.  The Illinois
Scandinavian Grand Lodge was later renamed the Central States Grand Lodge.  Today the
Central States Regional Council of IOGT includes 14 active chapters and lodges in the northern
Illinois region.

The International Organization of Good Templars continues to work for the goals of
temperance through education and promotion of individual total abstinence from drugs and
alcohol.  Included under the National Grand Lodge in America are the Atlantic Seaboard Grand
Lodge, the California Grand Lodge, the Central States Grand Lodge, the Connecticut Grand
Lodge, the Eastern Grand Lodge, the New York Grand Lodge, the Northwest Grand Lodge, the
Pacific Northwest Grand Lodge, the Tri-state Grand Lodge, Butte City Lodge, and the
Washington Grand Lodge.

SUBJECT TRACINGS

Borggren, Hilmer
Emigration and immigration--Societies, etc.
Forsyth, Jessie
Geneva (Ill.)
Good Templars
Immigrants, Societies
International Order of Good Templars
International Organization of Good Templars
Prohibition
Rockford (Ill.)
Swedish Americans
Swedish Americans-- Illinois-- Rockford
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COLLECTION INVENTORY

BOX FOLDER DESCRIPTION

Series I.  International Lodge

1 1 History of the Good Templar Order
2 Programs and Constitution, 1937-1970
3 International Order of Good Templars, Letters and Reports, 

1920-1973
4-6 Proceedings and Officer's Reports, 1920, 1927, 1930, 1933, 

1936, 1947, 1952, 1955, 1962
7-13 Publication, The International Good Templar, (1900-1974)
14 Grand Lodge of Sweden, History and Reports, 1907, 1927, 

1932
15-16 Publication, Bokstugan, 1920-1923
17 Publication, Forelasningsbibliotek, 1904-1915
18 Publication, Reformatorn, 1937
19 Publication, A Mirror for the Intemperate, n.d.

Series II.  National Lodge

20 Constitution, By-laws, Reports, 1925, 1960-1966
21 Correspondence, 1945-1973
22-25 Historical Commission, Reports, Correspondence, 1954-

1967
26 Hilmer Borggren Correspondence, 1968-1975
27 National Archives Inventory 

2 National Archives Inventory listing on notecards
1 Minutes of Planning Committee, 1966
2 Proceedings, 1905-1909

3 1 Proceedings, 1910-1914
2-4 Proceedings and Advance Reports, 1942-1975
5-8 Yearbook, (1915-1963)
9-13 Publication, National Good Templar, (1938-1978)

Series III. Central States Lodge (Scandinavian Grand Lodge)

14 Constitution, By-laws, Annual Reports, 1922-1973
15-17 Correspondence, 1949-1979
18 Advance Reports, 1953-1969
19-20 Proceedings, 1907-1926

4 1-6 Proceedings, 1927-1962

5 1-2 Proceedings, 1963-1973
3-4 Programs and Calendars, (1921-1973)
5 Newsletter, 1965-1975
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BOX FOLDER DESCRIPTION 4

5 6 Publication, Good Templaren, 1913, 1929, 1931-1933, 1937
7-8 Publication, The Temperance World, 1950-1960

3 volumes Minute Books, February 15, 1915-December 9, 1917; 
May 14, 1922-November 29, 1925; October 2, 1932-
November 2, 1958

1 volume Insurance/Membership/Dues Record, 1932-1956
9 Membership Forms, n.d.

Series IV. Local Lodges

Batavia Lodge:
10 Study Circle Reports, 1916-1917

Crown Lodge No. 175:
6 1 Minute Book, 1865-1869

District Lodge No. 1, 2, 8, 15:
2 Correspondence, 1956-1970

District Lodge No. 2:
3 Correspondence, 1957-1970
4 volumes Minute Books, 1918-1951
2 volumes Cash Books, 1907-1946
2 volumes Membership Lists, 1895-1953

District Lodge No. 4:
4-6 Correspondence, 1947-1972
7-10 Quarterly Reports, 1946-1967

7 1 Cash Book, 1913-1971

District Lodge No. 5:
2 Correspondence, 1958-1970

Fridhem Lodge No. 16:
3 Correspondence, 1946-1971

Geneva Hope Lodge No. 5:
4 Correspondence, 1948-1972

Good Templar Park Association:
5 Correspondence, 1951-1973
6 Annual Reports, 1929-1975
7 By-laws, 1964-1965
8 Minutes and Reports, 1929-1973
9 Reports of Swedish Day, 1959-1968
10-11 Publication, Midsummer News, 1945-1976
12 Minute Book, 1949-1962
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BOX FOLDER DESCRIPTION 5

Good Templar Youth:
7 13 Constitution, By-laws, Resolution, and Correspondence, 

1899-1973

I.O.G.T Hall Association:
14 Treasurer's Reports, 1962, 1968
15-19 Minute Book, 1926-1969

Jupiter Lodge No. 3:
20-22 Correspondence, 1961-1975
23 Minutes and Annual Reports, 1964-1971

8 1 volume Minute Books, 1954-1971 (permanent loan)
1-2 Cash Book, 1944-1966

Jubilee Juniors No. 5:
3-4 Minute Book, 1933-1943, 1961-1972

Morton Grove, Junior Templars:
5 Minute Book, 1971-1973

Oscar Lodge II:
6-7 Cash Books, (1913-1946)
8 Inventory, 1927-1946

Rockford Lodge No. 6:
9 Correspondence, 1945-1972
10 Cash Book, 1939-1969
11 Ledger, 1948-1972

South Side Swedish Good Templars:
12 Articles of Incorporation, 1913, 1916
13-16 Minute Books, 1913-1967
17-18 Cash Books, 1916-1943

9 1 Delegates' List, 1921-1966
1 volume Subscription List to Capital Stock, 1913-1915

Svea Lodge No. 8:
3 volumes Minute Books, 1916-1976
2 Cash Book, 1941-1976

Swedish Good Templar Association:
3 Articles of Dissolution, 1967

Oversize 2 volumes Cash Books, 1927-1965

Swedish Newcomer Society:
4 Correspondence, Reports, 1962-1968
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BOX FOLDER DESCRIPTION 6

Temperance Education Foundation:
9 5 Correspondence, 1957-1962

Vega Lodge No. 40:
6-7 Minute Book, 1940-1968
8 Reports and Correspondence, 1916-1967
9 Cash Book, 1911-1927

Vega Junior Lodge No. 14:
10 Minute Book, 1939-1957
11 Account Books, (1937-1957)
12 Publication, Vega Bazaar News, 1941, 1944

Grand Lodge of New York:
13 By-laws, Programs, Reports, 1903-1968
14 Proceedings, 1927-1972
15 Publication, The New York Templar, 1914-1938
16 Newsletter, 1969-1976

Eastern Grand Lodge:
17 Proceedings and Reports, 1957-1958

10 1 Publication, Fifty Years, 1946

Tri-State Grand Lodge:
2 Advance Reports, 1962

Grand Lodge of New Jersey:
3 Letters and Commissions, 1921-1942

Atlantic Seaboard Grand Council:
4 Program Books, 1962-1968

Northwest Grand Council:
5 Letter, Proceedings, Reports, 1955-1975

Grand Lodge of Montana:
6 Legal Papers and Letters, 1887-1927

Grand Lodge of Washington:
7 Constitution, By-laws, Proceedings, and Reports, 1908-

1927

Grand Lodge of California:
8 Programs, 1954, 1960-1964

Series V. Books and Memorabilia

11 1 Photographs, 1914-1951 (36)
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BOX FOLDER DESCRIPTION 7

11 2 Rockford Lodge Members and Officers, 1925-1926 (1)
3 Youth Group, 1914 (1)
4 Certificates, International Order of Good Templars, 1903-

1917, 1928
5 Certificates, Central States Grand Lodge, 1888-1950; Swedish 

Good Templars Hall Association, 1911-1912; South Side 
Swedish Good Templars Hall Association, 1913

4 volumes Scrapbooks (4)
1 volume "The Collected Writings of Jessie Forsyth, 1847-1937"
drawings Museum for National Grand Lodge at Good Templar Park, 

Geneva, Illinois, February 12, 1969 (5 sheets)

12 1 I.O.G.T. Lodge Member Log Book, Illinois, Various Districts
(Early to Mid-1900s)

2 Condensed Book for the Use of Financial Secretaries in Good 
Templar Lodges, 1882

Novels, Biographies and Other Non-Fiction
3 The Broken Rock, by Kruna, 1884
4 Bible Wines vs. The Saloon Keeper’s Bible, by Rev. Orin 

B. Whitmore, 1911
5 Adolph Peterson: Den modärna, organiserade svenska

nykterhetsrörelsens grundläggare, by Oscar G. Ericson,
1924 [Swedish]

6 Olov Bergström och Godtemplarorden, by Alfred Kämpe, 
1929 [Swedish]

7 Jag minns..., by John L. Anderson, 1947 [Swedish]
8 Cancer, Smoking, Heart Disease, Drinking - in our two

world systems today, by Charlotte and Dyson Carter,
1957

9 “Linnaeus,” by Arvid HJ. Uggla, 1957
10 “Partners for Progress,” International Labor Organization,

circa 1957
11 Perspektiv på IOGT, by Gun Jacobson, et al, 1972 

[Swedish]
12 A Place for Midsummer: The Scandinavian Tradition of

Good Templar Park, by Earl Hanson, Ph.D., 1975
13 Government Pamphlets, 2 volumes, 1915, 1926 [Swedish]
14 Books on Regional History, 6 volumes (1907-1957) [English

& Swedish]
15 I.O.G.T. Legal Handbooks and Other Minor Publications, 4

volumes (1944-1962)
16 Articles, Books and Pamphlets on Alcohol, Nykterhets, and

Alcohol-Related Issues, 5 volumes (1899-1964) [English &
Swedish]

17 Good Templar Handbooks, Study Books, and Anniversary
Commemoration Books, 9 volumes (1907-1970) [English
& Swedish]

18-19 Ritual Books - I.O.G.T., 8 volumes (1889-1929)
20-21 Songbooks (Sångbogen), I.O.G.T., 11 volumes (1900-1917) 

[Swedish]
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BOX FOLDER DESCRIPTION 8

12 22 Songbooks, American Good Templar and More, 5 volumes 
(1917-1922)

23 Magazines, 6 volumes (Midsommar, 1953 - November, 1972) 
[English & Swedish]

24 Duplicates, 4 volumes, Songbooks, n.d., and an Article on the
Alcohol Problem, 1964

Oversize
Drawer 17, Folder 8 SVEA Lodge No. 104 Charter, 1903

Scandinavian Grand Lodge of Illinois District Charter, 1907

ADDENDUM

Series I.  International Lodge

13 1-2 Accent, (1966-1999)
3 The Globe, (1978-1996)
4 Godtemplar Bladet, 1982
5 International Good Templar, (1967-1971)
6 IOGT News, (1991-2001)
7 Reformatorn, (1961-1965)

Series II.  National Lodge

8-11 National Good Templar, (1960-1992)

14 1 National Good Templar, (1993-2003)

Series III. Central States Lodge (Scandinavian Grand Lodge)

2-10 Central States Grand Lodge, 1958-1962

15 1-7 Central States Grand Lodge, 1963-1966

16 1-8 Central States Grand Lodge, 1967-1972

17 1-7 Central States Grand Lodge, 1973-1977

18 1-9 Central States Grand Lodge, 1978-1985

19 1-8 Central States Grand Lodge, 1986-1993
9 Central States Regional Council Newsletter, (1966-2003)
10-13 Programs and Calendars, 1983-1999, 2000-2002   
14 Articles, 1959-2001

Series IV. Local Lodges

15 American Good Templar Youth, 1954-1960
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BOX FOLDER DESCRIPTION 9

20 1-2 District Lodge #2, Chicago North-west, 1966-1985
Good Templar Park Association:

3 Lucia Festival and Yuletide Festival, (1959-1968)
4 Swedish Day Committee, 1961-1990

21 1-3 Midsummer News, 1970, 1982-1994, 1996, 1999-2002

Jupiter Lodge:
1 volume Minutebook (In Swedish), September 20, 1890-

September 15, 1895

22 1-3 Minutebooks (In Swedish), August 23, 1884-
January 28, 1900, May 28, 1905-December 27, 1908

23 1-4 Minutebooks (In Swedish), January 2, 1909-July 23, 1916, 
September 23, 1914-February 7, 1917

24 1-3 Minutebooks (In Swedish), August 6, 1916-
January 21, 1934

25 1-3 Minutebooks (In Swedish), February 4, 1934-May 9, 1954

26 1-2 Minutebooks (In English), February 7, 1971-
March 21, 1993

3-5 Finance/Treasurer’s Account Books, 1889-1902, 1921, 
1925-1944, 1966-1977 (6 volumes)

27 1-2 Finance/Treasurer’s Account Books, 1989-1999 (3 
volumes)

3 Membership Books, 1891-1950 (3 volumes)

28 1 Membership Directory
2 Membership and Attendance, 1937-1951 (2 volumes)
3-4 Membership and Dues, 1884-1893, 1904-1913, 1930-1956 

(4 volumes)
5 Membership Records, 1978-1999
6-15 Jupiter Lodge, 1960, 1962-1970

29 1-7 Jupiter Lodge, 1971-1976

30 1-7 Jupiter Lodge, 1977-May 1981

31 1-6 Jupiter Lodge, June 1981-June 1984

32 1-6 Jupiter Lodge, July 1984-December 1985
7 Members Controversy, 1985

33 1-6 Jupiter Lodge, January 1986-August 1989

34 1-6 Jupiter Lodge, September 1989-May 1992
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BOX FOLDER DESCRIPTION 10

35 1-7 Jupiter Lodge, June 1992-September 1994

36 1-6 Jupiter Lodge, October 1994-December 1996

37 1-7 Jupiter Lodge, January 1997-September 2000

38 1-4 Jupiter Lodge, October 2000-2002
5-6 Memorial Day Service, (1964–2002)
7 Memorial Day Service and Service at Rosehill Cemetery,  

Photographs, 1990-2002 (80, 3)

Swedish IOGT:
39 1-3 Instructions and Program Ideas, 1957-1987

40 1-3 Instructions and Program Ideas, 1960-1991
Swedish Newcomer Society of IOGT and Folkdancers:

4-8 1957-1975
9 Folk Dancing and Youth Groups, 1978-1979, 2003

41 1 Correspondence, 2006
2 Godtemplarorden Vad Den Ar Och Vad Den Vill, 1937
3 Sangbook - Musik, 1913, 1925
4 Scandinavian Day, Brochure, 2006
5 Swedish Day, Midsummer Celebration, Program, 2006

ADDENDUM

Series I.  International Lodge

42 1-4 Congress, (1970-1982)
5 Cultural Conference, 1976
6 International Commission for the Prevention of Alcoholism 

and Drug Dependency, 1979
7 International Report, 2004

Publications:
8 Accent (1971-1979)
9 Depescher från Drabanten, (2005-2009)
10 Here We Stand, n.d.
11 The International Good Templar: Directory Edition, 1974
12 News, 1996
13 Newsletter, (2003-2007)
14 Sirenen, 2004-2005
15 The Globe, (1975-2002)
16 Rapport, 1972
17 Reformation, 1957

Series II. National Lodge

18 Annual Reports, (2003-2007)
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BOX FOLDER DESCRIPTION 11

42 19 Bylaws, 1993
20-22 Convention, (1966-1981)

43 1-3 Convention, (1984-2005)
4-7 Newsletter, (1957-2010)

Publications:
8 Monday Morning Report, (1978-2006)
9 The National Salesman, (1977-1978)
10 The Vasa Star, (1967-1976)
11 National Lodge, 1976-1978

44 1-2 National Lodge, 1979-1982

Series III. Central States Lodge (Scandinavian Grand Lodge)

3-8 Annual Convention (1962-2008)
9 Bylaws, n.d.

45 1-2 Correspondence, (1958-1983)
3 Programs and Calendars, (2003-2008)
4 Newsletters, (1967-2004)

46 1 Central States Swedish Committee, 2003-2010

Series IV. Local Lodges
 

Good Templar Parl Association:
2 Annual Meetings, (1963-2009)
3 Bylaws, n.d.
4 International Good Templar Youth Conference, 1969
5-9 Good Templar Park Association, (1964-2002)

47 Midsummer News, (1984-2010)

48 1 Swedish Days, (1961-2009)
Jupiter Lodge:

2 Articles, n.d., (1995-2005)
3 Kristensson, Per Hugo, (1982-2006)
4-5 Kristensson-Hofverberg Conflict, (1977-1996)
6 Kristensson-Williams Correspondence, 1981-1982
7 Smith Correspondence, 1991-1993
8-10 Jupiter Lodge, (1957-1969)

49 1-8 Jupiter Lodge, 1970-1983

50 1-6 Jupiter Lodge, (1984-October 2002)

51 1-7 Jupiter Lodge, November 2002-August 2005
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BOX FOLDER DESCRIPTION 12

52 1-6 Jupiter Lodge, September 2005-February 2007

53 1-5 Jupiter Lodge, March 2007-2008

54 1-3 Jupiter Lodge, 2009-2010

55 Swedish Newcomer Society:
1 Correspondence, (1959-1989)
1 Volume Finances, 1958-1968
2-3 Finances, 1968-1976
4 Folk Dancing, (1964-1976)
5 Luciafest (1957-1975)
6 Mailing Addresses, n.d.
7 Membership, 1964
8 Meeting Minutes, 1963-1968
9 Program of Events, 1963-1969

56 1 Songs, 1960-1961, n.d.
2 Tintypes, n.d.
3 Unpaid Dues, (1960-1965)
4 Connecticut and Atlantic Seaboard Grand Lodges, 1981
5 Northwest Council, (1980-1983)
6 Grand Lodge of California Dawn Society, 1965
7 Central States Regional Council Newsletter, 1985
8 National Good Templar Newsletters, 1940-1949
9 National Good Templar Newsletters, 1950-1955

(1952, no. 3 and no. 8 missing pages)
10 National Good Templar Newsletters, 1956-1961
11 National Good Templar Newsletters, 1964-1970
12 National Good Templar Newsletters, 1971-1979
13 National Good Templar Newsletters, 1980-1989
14 National Good Templar Newsletters, 1993-2003

57 Swedish Newcomer Society Membership Cards
Swedish Newcomer Society Stamp
IOGT Total Abstinence Pen, 1976
IOGT “Abstinence A Way Of Life” Pen, 1978
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