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INTRODUCTION

Rev. Enrique Gonzalez, pastor of the Centennial United Methodist Church of Rockford,
Illinois donated the church records to the Northern Illinois Regional History Center on June 24,
2013. Additional records were donated on various dates. 

Property rights in the collection belong to the Regional History Center; literary rights are
dedicated to the public. There are no restrictions on access to the collection. Some of the items in
the collection are fragile, such as scrapbooks, conference records, bound ledgers and minutes,
and oversize materials, and it is at the discretion of staff whether photocopies can be made. 

Transcripts are available for the Church Records: Memberships, Baptisms, and Marriages
from 1859 to 1915 (box 9). Photocopies of the originals will not be permitted. 

Linear feet of shelf space: 19.5
Number of containers: 20 + 1 OV Folder
Northern Illinois Regional History Center 
Collection 333

SCOPE AND CONTENT

The Centennial United Methodist Church Records document the history of Methodism in
Rockford, Illinois. The records are comprised of nine series:  (l) Historical Records (2)
Administrative Records, (3) Financial Records, (4) Memberships, (5) Church Groups and
Committees, (6) Audio-visual, (7) Publications, (8) Artifacts, and (9) Oversize. The records date
back to1831, but are predominantly from the late nineteenth century through the present day.
Arrangement is by series and then loosely by subject and date within each series. 

The first series contains the historical records of the church. Included are biographical
records, building records, pastor and reverend files, and clippings.

The second series, Administrative Records, consists of minutes, annual reports, and
correspondence and agreements from the administrative bodies of the church from 1877 to 2009.
This section also contains conference reports (1858-2016), additional administrative correspon-
dence (1951-2009), employee records, awards, and service to community organizations records. 

The third series, Financial Records, consists of ledgers, budget and treasury reports,
building and construction funds, expense reports, and bonds. The General Fund Ledgers records
are incomplete but date back to 1882, the year that construction began for the present day
Centennial United Methodist Church (CUMC). This series contains several records documenting
church development, renovation, and expansion, including the Memorial Chapel Fund (1944-
1946), the Expansion Plan Building Fund (1950-1951), Education Work Area Budget (1986-
1991), and the Brick Restoration Fund (1991-1995). The bonds are evidence of the financial
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issues facing the church, particularly the strain in the late 1920s documented by the 1926 bonds
which were mostly purchased by members.

Membership records comprises series four. Included is an incomplete record of church
bulletins from 1883 to 2008 and directories from 1893 to 2006. The church newsletters, which
date from 1942 to 2009, are mostly complete. This series also contains the membership,
baptisms and marriages records from 1859 to 1980. Researchers may also find material related to
member correspondence, member events and activities, and programs for baptismal, marriage,
and memorial services within this series.

The fifth series, Church Groups and Committees, documents the committees, societies,
groups, and classes. Groups whin this series that are well documented with nearly complete
records are women’s societies: Ladies’ Aid Society (1899-1931), Women’s Society of Christian
Service (1888-1991), and United Methodist Women (1968-2009). Records for the Methodist
Men from 1947 to 1959 are also a part of this series. Also included are records documenting the
education and care of children: Sunday School (1886-1997), Little People’s Place (1989-1996),
and Saturday Kids’ Club (1994-2006). Records related to mission work may also be found in this
series. Records for CUMC Classes (i.e., Golden Rule, Friendship, Oxford, Builders, Whitman,
and Joyful Noise) date from 1923 to 2007 and document the spiritual growth and commitment of
its members.

The sixth series, Audio-visual, contains scrapbooks, photographs, postcards, ephemera,
and a photo albums capturing the development of church buildings as well as a history of
congregation members, member activities, and church groups and events. The photographs in
this series are loosely arranged in accordance with the collection’s series order (historical,
members, and church groups and committees) and then by date.

Publications comprise the seventh series, most of which are books related to the history
of Methodism or books used for worship. Also included are two issues of Northwest Quarterly, a
lifestyle and business magazine for Northern Illinois. A representative sample of The Reporter, 
newspaper of the Northern Illinois Conference of United Methodist, from 1989-2012 is also a
part of this series.

The eight series, Artifacts, contains plaques, pins, commemorative plates, a communion
set, a travel communion kit, and print blocks and type used for an anniversary celebration.

Oversize materials such as photographs and portrait drawings of reverends, architectural
renderings, posters, maps, charters, and newspaper clippings make up series nine.

HISTORICAL SKETCH

The first Methodist sermon conducted in Winnebago County was by Reverend Samuel Pillsbury
of the Fox River Mission was at the home of Henry and Mary Enoch, located 7.5 miles northeast
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of Rockford, in July 1836. On September 2, 1836, Reverend William Royal of the Fox River
Mission preached a sermon at the home of Samuel Gregory, located 1 mile east of Rockford. At
the end of the service Reverend Royal organized a Methodist Class consisting of five charter
members (Samuel and Joanna Gregory, Daniel and Mary Beers, and Mary Enoch) founding the
Methodist Church in Rockford.

The first parsonage erected was in 1838 on First Street between Prairie and Lafayette Streets and
became known as Rock River Conference. In 1846, the church sold its parsonage on First Street
and had enough funds to purchase six lots ($325) on South Second Street where they would
complete a brick sanctuary building on August 3, 1848 at a grand total of $7,000. A “grout
house” parsonage was built south of the sanctuary building in 1849. 

On January 1, 1852 the Second Methodist Episcopal Church was establish because a group of
approximately fifty members wanted a church closer to their home on the west side of Rock
River. The original congregation was bestowed with the name First Methodist Episcopal Church.
When the Second Methodist Episcopal Church purchased land on Court Street, this congregation
was named Court Street Methodist Episcopal Church. The First Episcopal Methodist Church
organized its first Sunday School in 1855.

In 1858, eighty members of First Methodist Episcopal Church were dissatisfied with pew rental,
so land was purchased at 607 East State Street and this congregation became known as the Third
Street Methodist Church. The First and Third Street Churches reunited in 1876. On May 6 the
new name of Centennial Methodist Episcopal Church was chosen to honor the 100th anniversary
of the founding of the United States. 

Pastor Reverend Giles L. Wiley of First Methodist Church began teaching Bible class for
members near Ninth Street in 1877. The congregation of approximately forty members became
the Epworth Methodist Episcopal Church. The  bought the old Swedish Methodist Episcopal
Church on Ninth Street and became known as the Ninth Street Church. This congregation moved
two more times, with the last move to Broadway, eventually becoming the Broadway United
Methodist Church.

In order to accommodate all of the members of the united congregation, the original church at
South Second Street  was torn down by June 10, 1882 and a new building was erected in its
place at a cost of $37,000. Construction was completed and the church was open for services on
the first Sunday in February 1883. The dedication of the church took place on September 9,
1883. The church was constructed in the Victorian Gothic style and one of its more striking
features is the antique stained glass windows. From 1885 to 1887, funds were raised ($3,000)
and a pipe organ was installed in the sanctuary. Extensive remodeling to the interior of the
church was done in 1909, including the development of a narthex area at the rear of the
sanctuary. A memorial chapel was created on the second floor in 1944 or 1945.

The church went through two large construction projects in the 1950s. A new parsonage building 
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was constructed at 508 North Vale Avenue in 1951. The end of World War II and the return
home of service members resulted in an influx of young families so the Centennial Methodist
Church, changed from Centennial Methodist Episcopal Church in 1939, raised funds to raze the
parsonage at 225 South Second Street and build the Education Building as an annex to the
original church. The Education Building was completed in 1956 and cost $200,000 to construct.

In 1969, the Centennial Methodist Church unite with the Evangelical United Brethren Church to
form Centennial United Methodist Church.

Reverend William O. Risinger, pastor of Centennial United Methodist Church, began a ministry
in 1976  to a group of Hispanic members that regularly met at the home or Mr. And Mrs. Jesse
Garcia. In November 1978, Reverend Danubio Estrada was appointed as pastor for this
congregation and services were regularly held in the chapel of the Centennial United Methodist
Church.

Centennial United Methodist Church experienced a decline in membership in the late 1960s and
1970s, yet the Church has remained important to the story of Rockford and committed to the
downtown area. The Church celebrated in 180th Anniversary in 2016.     

SUBJECT TRACINGS

Broadway United Methodist Church (Rockford, Ill.)
Centennial United Methodist Church (Rockford, Ill.)
Court Street Methodist Episcopal Church
First Methodist Episcopal Church (Rockford, Ill.)
Methodist Episcopal Church
Methodists
Rockford (Ill.)
Second Methodist Episcopal Church (Rockford, Ill.)
Third Street Methodist Church (Rockford, Ill.)
Winnebago County (Ill.)
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COLLECTION INVENTORY

BOX FOLDER DESCRIPTION

SERIES I.  Historical Records

1 1 United Methodist Church History
2-3 Rockford CUMC History, 1836-2016
4 90th Anniversary, 1926
5 100th Anniversary, 1936
6 125th Anniversary, 1961
7 Dedication of Historic Church Building 100th Anniversary, 1983
8 150th Anniversary, 1986
9 160th Anniversary, 1996
10 165th Anniversary, 2001
11 180th Anniversary, 2016
12 Building and Properties History
13 Building Measurements and Floor Plans
14 Education Building, 1955-1962
15 Stained Glass Windows
16 Sign located at corner of Walnut and South Second Street in 

front of Church, 1982
17 Pastors/Reverends
18 Reverend Frank W. Barnum
19 Reverend James Baume
20 Reverend Patrick Bruns
21 Reverend W.L. Buffington (Paine College, Augusta, GA)
22 Reverend Martin E. Cady
23 Reverend Harold M. Carlson
24 Reverend Hooper Crews
25 Reverend Norman Hall
26 Reverend Max Kemling
27 Reverend Russel Wharton Lambert
28 Reverend Bettye Mixon
29 Reverend Robert Rahn (Elgin, IL)
30 Reverend William O. Risinger
31 Reverend F. Olin Stockwell
32 Reverend John Thompson
33 Reverend J. W. Ernest Thompson
34 Reverend J. H. Vincent
35 Reverend John Wesley
36 Reverend Charles G. White (Bluffton, IN)
37 Reverend Quincy L. Wright
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BOX FOLDER DESCRIPTION 6

1 38 Sermons of Atkey T. Brewster, circa 1928
39 Hispanic Ministry and La Communidad, 1970-2009
40 Hymns
41 Enoch Family History
42 Excerpts from Diary of Edward Keig and Copy of Letter from A. 

Enoch, 1861-1950
43 Winnebago County History
44 Lot 6 Block 32 East Rockford Plat by P. A. VanPernis, 1992
45 Nuggets of History, 1976-1978
46 Historian Research
47 Clippings,1930-2006
48 Historic Pine Tree, 1952-1956
49 Height Village, 1976-2006

2 1 Pipe Organ, 1883-1996

SERIES II.  Administrative Records

2 Wills and Bequests

3 Inventory of Safe Deposit Box, 1967-2006

4 Quarterly Conference Records, 1858-1881

Vol 1 Quarterly Conference Records, 1882-1894

5 Fourth Quarterly Conference Records, 1921, 1942-1968, 1992

Vols 2-3 Quarterly Conference Planning Retreat, Official Board Minutes 

and Treasurer’s Report, 1955-1960

6 Annual Reports, 1952-1956

7 Charge Conference Records, 1969-1981, 1983-1987

8 All Church Conference Records, 1988-1994

9-10 Charge Conference Records, 1999, 2001-2010, 2015-2016

11 Rock River Conference, 1884-1972

12 Rock River Conference Directories, 1965-1968

3 1 Northern Illinois Conference, 1987-1996

Vols 1-4 Official Board Minutes, 1877-1960

2 Official Board Minutes, 1946, 1968-1969

Vols 5-7 Administrative Board Minutes, September 1951-1974

4 1 Administrative Board Minutes, 1969-1978, 1981-1984

2 Administrative Council Minutes, 1984, 1988-1995, 2001-2009

Vols 1-2 Board of Trustees Minutes, 1890-1917, 1922-1962 

3 Board of Trustees Minutes, 1944-1992
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4 4 Trustees Annual Reports, 1989-2009

5-7 Commission on Education, 1911-1973

8 Church Extension Field Director’s Report, 1957

9 Council of Ministries Minutes, 1969-1976

10 Congregation’s Ministry Analysis and Plan, 2005-2007

11 Accessibility Inventory and Audit, 2007-2008

12 Custodian, circa 1941, 1951 

13 Standard Leadership Curriculum course card, 1942

14 Correspondence, 1951-2009

15 Correspondence, Dr. Immanuel Bitsch-Larsen, 1958-1960 

16 Awards, 1992-1999, 2005

17 Food Pantry, 2003-2006

18 GAP Ministry, circa 2004

19 Benefits

SERIES III.  Financial Records

20 Ledger, 1882-1888

Vols 3-4 Ledgers, 1889-1934

5 Vols 1-2 Ledgers, 1933-1949 

1 Deposits, 1987

2-4 Budget Reports, 1932-2008

5 Finance Reports, 1941, 1967, 1978, 2006

6 Treasurer’s Reports, 1967, 1983-1990

7 Expenses, 1933-1990

8 Memorial Chapel Fund, 1944-1946

9 Expansion Plan Building Funds, 1950-1951

10 Education Work Area Budget, 1986-1991

11 Brick Restoration Fund, 1991-1995

12 Clearance Bonds, 1926 

13 Parsonage Bonds, 1951-1957

14 Insurance, 1957, 1971-2001

15 Receipts, 1959-1993

SERIES IV.  Membership

16 Centennial Church Topics, 1942-1946, 1948 

17-19 Centennial News, 1936, 1938, 1945, 1957-1967
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5 20-21 The Centennial Chimes Newsletter, 1968-1979

6 1-5 The Centennial Chimes Newsletter, 1982-2009

6 Centennial Newsletter, history columns

7 Mid-Week Reminder Newsletter, 1957

8 Newsletters, 1983

9 Rockford District Newsletter/Connection, 1944, 1988, 1994

10-18 Bulletins, 1883-1964

7 Vols 1-2 Records of Memberships, Baptisms, and Marriages, 1859-1879

Vols 3-5 Membership Roll, 1920-1980

Vols 6-7 Official Church Historical Records, 1925-1960 
Volume 1925-1941 removed for conservation March 2016

1 Records of Memberships, Baptisms, and Marriages, 1968-1972 

2 The Christian Advocate, 1939

Box Obituaries

8 Vols 1-4 Church Records: Memberships, Baptisms, and Marriages, 1857-

1907

9 Vols 1-3 Church Records: Records of Memberships, Baptisms, and

Marriages, 1872-1930

Vols 4-10 Transcriptions of Church Records, 1859-1915

Vols 11-13 Guest Books, 1946-September 4, 1955 

10 Vols 1-3 Guest Books, September 11, 1955-1962, 1970-1987

1-2 Bulletins, 1965-2008

3-5 Directories, 1893-2006

6 Chapel Mediation Services, 1958-1959

7 Congregational and Staff Meeting minutes, 1983, 1989

8 Announcements and invitations, circa 1932-2007

9 Grace Notes, 2009

10 Members correspondence, 1831-1900

11 Members, 1836-2009

12 Members personal accounts, 1836, 1933

13 Membership Literature, 1991-2009

Vol 1 Membership Register, 1955-1962

14 Memorial Services, 1904-2008

RC 333 - Centennial United Methodist Church



BOX FOLDER DESCRIPTION 9

10 15 Memorial Service and Memorial Fund, Thank You cards

16 Marriage and Baptismal Services, 1945-2006

17 Wedding Book, 1968-1997

18 Etha Nagler’s missionary work in China

19 Super Senior Bill Johnson, 1993

20 Conundrum Supper and Social, 1895

21 Plays, 1932-1940s

22 Ye Olde Tyme Concert, 1916, 1931

23 Centennial Methodist Retreat, 1942, 1957-1958

24 Mother and Daughter Banquet, 1957, 1962

25 Christmas programs, 1964, 1989, n.d.

26 Christmas cards and letters

27 Strawberry Festival, 1989-1996

28 Isle Royale Camp, 1996

29 Handwritten notes, 1936-1998

30 Food Service and kitchen regulations, 1984, n.d.

31 Weekly Event Calendar, 1945, 1964-1965, 1971-1977, circa 2002

32 Calendars, 1951-2002

11 1 The Bluff College Roguery, 1956

2 Rock River Newsletters, 1963, 1967

3 Alive Now, 1993-1994

4 New World Outlook, 1995

5 Kentucky Mountain Missions, 1958-1959

6 Pittman Center (Sevierville, TN), 1958-1961

7 Adult and Elder Care

SERIES V.  Church Groups and Committees

8 Commission on Missions, 1954-1975

9 Commission on Missions, Minutes, 1967-1975

10 Board of Missions, 1957-1960

11 Committees, 1956-2007

12 Audit/Finance Committee, 1937-1950, 1979, 1986, 2008-2009

13 Committee on Lay Membership, 1988-2009 

14 Ad Hoc Committee, 1993, 2006

15 Administrative Committees, 1969-1971, 1997, 2005-2012

16 Staff-Perish/Pastor Parish Relations Committee, 2005-2008
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11 17 Wills and Memorials Committee, 2005-2008

18 Rockford Urban Ministries (RUM), 2007-2008

19 Children’s Ministries, 2008-2009

20 Nurture Committee

21 Christian Education/Work Area Missions, 1954-1995

22 Christian Education/Work Area Missions publications, 1989-1997

23 Christian Children’s Fund, 1960s 

24 Meal in the Upper Room, 1986 

25 Philanthropic Educational Organization (PEO), 1990-2008

26 School of Christian Mission, 1992-1996

27 Vision 2000, 1994-1996 

28 Rockford New Hope Corporation 1995-2002

29 Centennial Drama Club minutes, 1941-1943

30 Outlook Club, 1964-1992 

31 Epworth League, 1889-1926

32 Society of King’s Heralds, 1903-1906

33 Golden Rule Class Record, 1923-1931

34 Friendship Class, 1936-1972 

35 Oxford Class, 1943-1975

36-38 Oxford Class, minutes, 1941-1983

39-40 Builders Class, 1954-1991

41 Whitman Class (predecessor of Joyful Noise Class), 1993

42 Joyful Noise Class, 2007

43 Bible School

44 Church School Handbook, 1959-1966

45 Daily Vacation Church School, 1963

12 1 Sunday School, 1886-1994

Vol 1 Sunday School, Board minutes, October 9, 1928-September 23, 1940 

2 Sunday School, Room for You, 1910-1950s

3 Sunday School Record Books, 1992-1997

4 Little People’s Place, 1989-1996

5 Saturday Kids’ Club, 1994-2006

6 Young People’s Association, 1886-1889

7 Young Men’s Christian Association report, 1887

8 Centennial Auxiliary: Ledger and minutes, 1869-1899

9 Centennial Auxiliary of the Woman’s Foreign Missionary 

Society Minutes, 1874-1881
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12 Vol 2 Woman's Foreign Missionary Society Minutes, November 1919-

August 1926

10 Ladies’ Aid Society Prospectus and Members, 1915-1941, 1954, 1997

Vols 3-6 Ladies Aid Society, 1899-1931

11 Women’s Home Missionary Society, 1914-1936 

Vol 7 Men’s Brotherhood, 1915-1924

12 Queen Ester Society, 1933-1935 

13 Women’s Society of Christian Service, 1940-1967

14 Women’s Society of Christian Service, Secretary’s Record, October 

1888-September 1894

Vols 8-10 Women’s Society of Christian Service, Secretary’s Record, 1940-1956 

13 1 Women’s Society of Christian Service prayers, 1930-1991 

2 Women’s Society of Christian Service prospectus, 1940-1973

3-4 Women’s Society of Christian Service Treasurer’s Reports, 1940-1963

5 Women’s Society of Christian Service Newsletter, 1951-1953

6 United Methodist Women, national publications, 1977-1994

7 United Methodist Women, Northern Illinois Conference, 1984-2009

8 United Methodist Women  Ledger, September 1964-2001

9 United Methodist Women Treasurer’s Reports, 1968, 1977-1986, 

1991-1995

10-11 United Methodist Women Mission Team minutes, 1978-1996

12 United Methodist Women Yearbook, 1974-2004

13 United Methodist Women Abigail Circle 1973-1999

14 United Methodist Women Leah Lois Circle, 1979-1996

15 United Methodist Women Mary Circle, 1982-1995

16 United Methodist Women Dorcas Circle, 1997-1999

17 United Methodist Women, Response Daily, 1994

18 United Methodist Women, Response, 1995

19 Men’s Club program, 1908; Centennial Church Brotherhood 

program, 1912

Vol 1 Methodist Men, Minutes, 1947, 1956-1957

20 Methodist Men, Minutes, 1958-1959

21 Caroline Brown Mission Study Group, 1966-1977
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BOX FOLDER DESCRIPTION 12

SERIES VI. Audio-visual 

Photographs:

13 22 Church exterior

23 Church interior

24 Church construction

25 Parsonage buildings, 1951, 1993, n.d.

26 Storm Damage to Parsonage, South First Street, 2003

27 National Register of Historic Places Celebration

28 Rockford Cemetery Marker for Reverend C. D. Cahoon and 

Bell Tower Marker

1 Anniversaries – 125th, 1961; 150th, 1986; 160th, 1996; 175th, 2001

2 The Story of Centennial (1966)

3 Memorabilia Wall

4 Plaques and artwork

5 Pastors and Reverends, 1869-2006

6 Bishop Duecker visit, April 9, 1989 

7 Sermons

8 Spanish Congregation, July 1989

9 Rock River Conference 150th Anniversary, August 26, 1990

10 Board Meeting, February 2007

11 Administrative Board

12 Members – Identified 

13-16 Members – Unidentified, 1950s-1990s, n.d. 

17 Members – Unidentified youth, 1970s-1990s

18 Members – Unidentified (negatives)

19-20 Directory, 1980s

21 Directory and Mission Work, Sept. 27, 2006, Sept. 29, 2007

22 Pentecost Sunday, May 14, 1989; New Members, June 3, 1990

23 First Church Baptism, 1945

24 Nicole Danielle Block, 1988-1989

25 Epworth League and Camp Epworth, 1885-1886, 1908, 

circa 1925, n.d.

26 Young People’s Group, June 1888

27 Room-For-You Class, 1915, 1921-1922

28 Church Class, 1917-1980s

29 Bible School, circa 1923-1924

30 Confirmation Class, 1941-1977
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14 31 Church Member Dinners, late 1960s-1970s

32 Choir, 1960s-2008 

33 Kindergarten Class, October 1966

34 Builders Class, 1973

35 Joyful Noise, 1973-1990s

36 Youth Orchestra, 1982

37 Little People’s Place

38 Saturday Kid’s Club

39 Events, 1918-1925, circa 1990s, n.d.

40 Event album, circa 1940-1974

41 Centennial Bunch, 1920, 1958

42 Easter, 1941, 1987

43 Weddings, 1945-1992

44 Christmas, 1955, 1957, 1988-1989, 1991, n.d.

45 Church Outings, 1970s-1990s

46 Birthdays, 1984-1993, n.d.

47 Garage sale for apportionments and Clean Up Day, April 22, 1989

48 Farewell Picnic Choir for Director Jim Sims, July 1981 

49 Plays, 1985-1990s

50 Talent Show, 1992

51 Spaghetti Dinner and Talent Show, 1994 

52 Spaghetti Dinner and Talent Show, 4th Annual

15 1 Pretzel Sunday for Lent, 1994, n.d.

2 Puerto Rico Mission Trip

3 Rust College visit

4 Fundraiser, All Church trip to Horicon Marsh

5 Mitten Drive

6 Teacher Appreciation Breakfast

7 Block Party

8 Valentine’s Party at Brewerton Oaks with First Lutheran

9 Halloween

10 Posters and banner

11 Captions to unidentified photographs

12 CUMC postcards and stationery

13 Weekly Offering envelope, January 27, 1929

14 Scrapbook (mostly clippings), 1870-1893
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15 15 Quaker Manufacturing Co. heater

16 Vols 1-5 Scrapbooks, 1862-2000

17 Vol 1 Photo Album, circa 1986-2001

SERIES VII.  Publications

1 Booklets: “The Teacher Taught” by M.A. West; “Saturday Night

Fun with Square Dances...”

Books:

2 Quadrennial Handbook of the General Conference of the 

Methodist Episcopal Church lyric hall, Baltimore,

Maryland beginning May 6, 1908

Vol Cyclopedia of Methodism 1878 

Vol The Doctrines and Disciplines of the Methodist Episcopal 

Church (1856)

Vol Autobiography of Peter Cartwright, the backwoods preacher (1856)

Vol History of Methodism in Illinois (1883)

Vol History of the Methodist Episcopal Church, volume II:  from the 

year 1793 to th year 1816 (1839)

Vol Hymns, for the use of the Methodist Episcopal Church (1854) 

Vol Methodist Hymns (circa 1850)

Vol The Early History of Northern Illinois (1948)

Vol Methodist Almanac for 1858

Vol Probationer’s Hand-book (1896)

Vol Hymns, ancient and modern (circa 1894)

Vol Constitution and Discipline of the Methodist Protestant Church (1892)

Vol The Probationer’s Companion (1893)

Vol Now That I Believe (1949)

Vol The Book of Worship for Church and Home (1952)

Vol New Christian Hymn and Tune-Book (1887)

Vol Gospel Hymn No. 5, with standard selections (1887)

2 Vols Magazines: Northwest Quarterly, Fall 2010, Holiday 2016

18 The Reporter, 1989-2012; “Rockford at 150 ” Rockford Register Star,

August 28, 1984 
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BOX FOLDER DESCRIPTION 15

SERIES VIII.  Artifacts

19 Print blocks and type

Oxford Class 1950, Sick & Shut-Ins travel communion kit 

Patens/Communion plates (2)

Lavabo bowl

Builders Class ceramic plate

Centennial Methodist Church ceramic plate

Plaque, Dedicated service of Mae Foster, October 1984

Centennial Chest Key (permanent loan to the church, 

November 27, 2018 )

Blue and yellow ribbon

Pins (5)

Memorial plaques (3), 1992, 1996, 1998

SERIES IX.  Oversize

20 “The Improvement of a Century”/Indian Empire map

American Red Cross Community Partner Award, 2001

Architectural drawing of sanctuary and nave, 1959

Christmas Programs (3), 1922, 1961, 1969

Easter Children’s Day Programs (4), 1905, 1921-1923

Centennial’s Outreach photographs, 1970, 1973

Pedigree chart, Florence Edna (Marsh) Lawton

Property records (3 photocopies), 1845-2000 

Plat maps (4 photocopies), 1941, n.d.

Schedule of Internal Payments (5), 1951-1956

Church with choir drawing

1 Clippings, 1882-2009

2 Commission on Missions  
Removed for conservation March 2016

3 Epworth League Certificates (2), 1889, 1927

Methodist Men Charters (2), 1956, 1969

Centennial Junior League Charter, 1892

4 Photographs:

Conference Point, Williams Bay, Wisconsin

Confirmation Class (3), 1962, 1964, 1971

Unidentified

Reverend Mages Bolton
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20 Portrait drawings:

Pastor Thomas Pyng

Reverend Meredith

Unidentified, 1884 

Unidentified

Reverend Horn

Reverend Cady

Reverend Painter, 1902

Drawer LO-11 Posters:

Emma Lungren, 1979

Outreach Programs, with photos, 1990

150th Anniversary, with photos, 1986

Church History, with photos

Church groups,  with photos

Bluff Bulletin Board, 1956-1974

Grave marker dedication from Bell Tower,  with photos

Brick and Exterior Restoration call for bids (2), 1994

Northern Illinois Conference

1 Education Building architectural rendering (2)
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